[bookmark: _GoBack]Jerome R. Garitee had a lengthy career teaching history in Baltimore County schools and at Essex Community College. He also wrote The Republic’s Private Navy, which was meticulously researched explaining how the system of privateering functioned in Baltimore during the War of 1812. Of course, the Battle of Baltimore has been well-documented and celebrated, but Baltimore was involved in another aspect of the conflict – on the open seas. Baltimore merchants pooled their resources to finance individual privateering ships. Each merchant spread the risks by financing a variety of ships, as no one knew whether a voyage would be successful. They had the shipyards build ships that were fast enough to outsail the British. Overall, Baltimore privateers captured 500 British merchant vessels, the largest number from any port. Once a British ship was captured, it had to be brought to a port, and then the cargo would be auctioned and the proceeds divided between the crew and the merchants; but sometimes the British recaptured the ship.  Thomas Boyle, commanding the Chasseur, also dubbed the Pride of Baltimore, was the best known privateer who caused havoc in the home waters around the British Isles by capturing 18 ships.      
