[bookmark: _GoBack]Elaine Eff during her career to preserve our hometown traditions, she has been a folklorist for the City of Baltimore and the State of Maryland, serving as director for cultural conservation for the Maryland Historical Trust and advisor for a myriad of films, exhibitions, tours, oral history projects, public programs and publications. Since the 1980s, she has champion Baltimore screen painters, Smith island cake bakers, muskrat skinners, watermen, and Patapsco River mill towns and workers. In 2009, she received the Botkin prize from the American Folklore Society for her accomplishments. Following her passion for Baltimore Screen painting, which was the subject of her doctoral dissertation at the University of Pennsylvania, she published last year, The Painted Screens of Baltimore: an Urban Folk Art Revealed, hailed as the greatest single book about Baltimore in fifty years.
